VISITORS TO SAIS AND SA EL-HAGAR

HERODOTUS
In 450 BC a Greek traveller and historian called Herodotus visited Sais and saw many of its ancient buildings still standing. He described how the
palaces were made of marble and contained many columns, there was a large temple to the goddess Neith and one for the god of the dead Osiris
and there were also the tombs of the kings of Dynasty 26 protected in the precincts of the main temple. He also related stories about the kings of
that time, for example the story of how Psamtek became the rightful king of Egypt by pouring a water offering from his bronze helmet.

Here is Herodotus' description of one of the wonders of Sais:

“Amasis’ first work was the marvellous gateway for the temple of Athene (Neith) in Sais. He left everyone else far behind him by the size and
height of this building, and by the size and quality of the blocks of stone of which it was constructed. He then presented to the temple some
large statues and immense men-sphinxes, and brought for its repair other enormous blocks of stone, some from the quarries near
Memphis, and the biggest of all from Elephantine, which is 20 days voyage by river from Sais. But what caused me more astonishment than
anything was a room hollowed from a single block of stone; this block also came from Elephantine, and took three years to bring to Sais,
2000 men, all of the pilot class having the task of conveying it. The outside measurements of this chamber are: length 21 cubits; breadth 14
cubits; height 8 cubits (10.5m by 7m by 4 m). Inside, its length is 18 56/ cubits, its breadth 12 and its height 5 (c. 9.5m, by 6m, by 2.5m). It
lies by the entrance to the temple, for the story goes that it was not dragged inside the enclosure, because during the process of moving it,
the man chiefly responsible for its construction groaned with vexation at the amount of time and labour which was being wasted, and
Amasis took this for a bad omen and refused to have it brought any further.”

JEAN-FRANCOIS CHAMPOLLION
In 1828 Jean-Francois Champollion, who had enciphered hieroglyphs, visited Sa el-Hagar. He saw and described the ‘Great Pit’ area before it had
been dug out, he stopped in the village where he was mistaken for a Turkish soldier and walked to the northern area (Kom Rebwa) where he saw
huge mounds of mud brick debris. He thought that the ruins were the remains of a large burial mausoleum and temple dating to Dynasty 26.

He described what he saw:

“When we went to the middle of this debris, we came across the remains of an extensive building, divided up into many small rooms, in
different stages - joining and separated by very thick walls. All of this building, of an equal height at least to the enclosure wall (80 feet),
was built of unbaked bricks, but whose dimensions were less than those used to build the enclosure. The whole ruin field was covered in
pottery sherds, amongst which my Barabra Mohammed collected at my feet, an Egyptian figure of glazed pottery, representing the aegis
of Neith, that is, the head of a lioness-headed goddess with the disk [p.61] upon a collar, and some glazed Egyptian pottery sherds. All of
these pieces of pots came out, being the pieces used in beds, mixed with bricks in the bulk of the rooms (cloisons), being the great jars set
in the walls of each chamber; | noticed seven or eight in place in the small rooms.”

The village continued to exist near the ruins of the great city and even kept its name ‘Sa’ derived from the ancient name of the town. The
city had developed its power because of the vast amounts of farmland and marsh at its disposal which enabled it to produce the resources
to support the king, his soldiers and officials.
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