INTRODUCTION TO SAIS

Sa el-Hagar is on the eastern side of the S
Rosetta Branch of the Nile. It is in Gharbiyah
Province, markaz Basioun in the delta. The
population of the modern village is around
25,000 people and it has a market on
Tuesdays. The village has an old history BRZayza
- - - - . DESERT
going back into the distant past. This display
provides information about the long life
story of the village from many different
viewpoints — historical documents, ancient
Pharaonic  hieroglyphic texts, visitors
accounts and archaeological work. All of the
pieces of the story fit together to give a
picture about the past and present. It is a 5%
changing interpretation, not fixed and the =}
visitor to this display can form theirown view &%
of the village’s history. Y

People have lived at Sa for 6,500 years,
making it one of the longest inhabited
places on the earth. During that time, the
town has been a fishing community, a
farming village, a centre of political power in
the first Egyptian state 5000 years ago, a
farming cooperative for the king 4,5000
years ago, a rural town with substantial
houses for the elite 3,500 years ago, the
capital of Egypt and a major religious centre
2,600 years ago, a Roman administrative
centre 1800 years ago, the seat of a Christian -
bishop 1300 years ago and a rural village
centre in the modern period.

Historical highlights

1997 Minister for Development visits Sa el-Hagar.
1965 Tomb of Sidi Shadad built and moulid begun.

1952 Revolution and government under Gamal abdel Nasser.
by 1897 Sa el-Hagar Railway station built and opened.

1828 Sa el-Hagar visited by the frenchman Jean Francois
Champollion who had deciphered hieroglyphes.

988 Ibn Haugal writes about Saes.

641 Arab Invasion of Egypt.

325 Bishop Nemesios installed at Sa .

0 Temple dedicated to Cleopatra VIl at Sa.

30BC Death of Cleopatra, end of Pharaonic rule and
beginning of Roman rule.

664- 525 King Psamtek | became king at Sau, reunified Egypt
and ruled with Sau as the capital city of all Egypt.

1100 Sau is a city-state with rich agricultural land.

1250 King Ramesses Il makes peace with Hittites .

2500 A royal farming domain is established at Sau to provide
food for the building of the pyramids.

2500 Pyramids at Giza built.

3100 Sau is visited by King Aha, one of the first kings of Egypt.
3100 Egypt is first unified as one state by lengendary King
Menes.

3500 Sau is part of an ancient Lower Egyptian kingdom and
closely linked with Buto (Tell Farain) to the north.

4800 The first recorded people live at Sa - they are fisherman,
who catch fish after the floodwaters have subsided.
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