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What Do Archaeologists Do?
Archaeologists investigate the material from the
past in order to understand how people lived
and worked. They study buildings made from
mud and stone, objects made from every kind of
material and, sometimes, writings from the
periods which they are studying. Not everything
survives from the past — organic material L
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broken and thrown away and the people L SO 3 Igng.o.» uI uy)AJI &Ja.wu Jcm.9 ~_UJJ9
themselves are no longer alive to talk to. Bfseg s B3l AN f0h . g o0, a0 A
Archaeologists can therefore only build up a $$82% S &8 [fa5, = eEEN. U909y o9 . swolodl o 5l o p.gJ S\
partial picture based upon their observations, a VAL N A AaSs Tt N T oo (Ologw, @d sle Wgaz b Jazeais
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descriptions. They then try to put all the small L Aaolodl Juldl £V§s s> oS S auog
pieces together to reconstruct an impression of

people’s past lives. The smallest things can help

to achieve this goal. They don’t expect to find

lots of gold!

1. Vessel in pieces after being found

g3Liuis| pi all bVl gloi
ool o (85l sl LS_»),_JI
0l oV Jliod (0 3> -

losiso dlaze Glosell oac dowod -
L.S)\Jl (0
S\ WA>g (8 w0 A2lnl) & Sl 0id -
oo £5> olSg 0gs) pgS (9 ) il

What kind of evidence is there?
The pottery sherds were found
Excavation 1 in Kom Rebwa (1). They
are from an amphora, (transport jar
with handles).

The amphora originally came from
Palestine because the material from
which itis made is found there. It may
have contained resin from pine trees

which was used as glue and varnish in 2. Vessel reconstructed S ?)9..)F6.JI 01D wsl> Vs lowge
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poured into cups and drunk with

meals. It dates to around 1250 BC. oo o> Sexi wWilS Lw' Ct>)\”
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This is part of a figure of a cobra from Kom
Rebwa from the same excavation as the -
amphora. Fragments of 73 cobras were found 4. Modern drawing showing similar
here. They are made of local clay and were  '° ssels in an ancient Egyptian kitchen
probably made close to or in the place in which
they were found. We don't know exactly what
their purpose was but here are some ideas:

- Cobra figures were placed in the corners of
bedrooms in order to scare away nightmares
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« Cobra figures represented a powerful goddess o 2
led Wadijyt wh lar in the delta. g ) ]
called Wadjyt who was very popular in the delta _..| |L',.o

She drove away illness and danger. The figure
may have been used to pray to the goddess and
ask for her help.

- Rows of cobra figures were set above the doors
of houses to protect them and in the case of
storage rooms, to scare away rodents so that
they did not eat everything.

- Cobras were used to ward off snakes so that
they did not bite people, their children or their
animals.
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What do you think? CCCuwl A 1Dlos

Cobra figure fragment



